
 

History Vocabulary 

 

Subject specific Vocabulary 

EYFS Y1 plus EYFS Y2 plus 
previous 
years 

Y3 plus  
previous years 

Y4 plus  
previous years 

Y5 plus  
previous years 

Y6 plus 
previous years 

- historian 
- history 
- long ago 
- past 
- present 
- future 
- now 
- then 
- remember 
- timeline 
- order 

- artefact 
- century 
- chronological 
order 
- living memory 
- memories 
- opinion 
- fact 
- source 
- interpret 
- enquire/enquiry 

- impact 
- research 
- evidence 
- experts 
- significant 
- recent 
- lifetime 
- similarity 
- difference 

- era/period 
- BCE (Before 

Common Era) 
- CE (Common 
Era) 
- BC (Before 
Christ) 
- AD (Anno 
Domini) 
- archaeologists 
/archaeology 
- museum 
- pre-history 
- bias 

- impact 
- effects 
- change 
- continuity 
- infer 
- suggest 
- conclusion 
- excavate 

- primary 
source/evidence 
- secondary 

source/evidence 
- reliable 
- extent of 
change 
- extent of 

continuity 
- evaluate 
- reliable 
- eye-witness 
- Monarchy 

- legacy 
- ambiguous 
- consequences 
- omits 
- decade 
- cause / 
causation 
- interpretation 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

A B A B A B 

Class 1 WW1 

 Remembrance 

 Front line 

 Airfield  

 Poppy  

 Soldier  

 War  

 Fighting  

 Trenches 
 

 

Great Fire of 
London 

 London 

 Tower of London 

 Firebreak 

 Diary 

 St Paul’s 
Cathedral 

 Bakery 

 Firemen 

 Samuel Pepys 

 
 

Great Women 
who changed 

the World 

 Fossil 

 Remains 

 Dinosaurs 

 Aviator 

 Adventure 

 Explore 

 Significant 

 achievement 

 

Toys 

 modern 

 old 

 design 

 Homemade 

 Teddy Bear 

 Manufacture 

 Materials 

 Technology 

 Safety 

 batteries 

 
 

 Childhood 
changes 

 era 

 toys 

 crazes 

 homes 

 schooling 

 classroom 

 oldest 

 newest 

 description 

Changes in 
homes 

 modern housing 

 detached 

 semi-detached 

 terraced 

 caravans 

 bungalow 

 flat 

 mobile home 

 entertainment 

 heating 

 technology 

 appliances 

Class 2  Nurturing 
nurses 

 Florence 
Nightingale 

 Mary Seacole 

 Edith Cavell 

 Cared 

 Healer 

 Hospital 

 Soldier 

 War 

Gunpowder Plot 

 Guy Fawkes 

 Houses of 
Parliament 

 Treason 

 Bonfire Night 

 Gunpowder 

 Plotters 

 The Gunpowder 
Plot 

 Catholics 

Kings and 
Queens 

 Queen  

 Ruler  

 Buckingham 
Palace  

 Royal family  

 throne 

 Monarch 

 Succession 

 Parliament 

Titanic 

 Titanic  
Unsinkable  

 Iceberg  

 First class  

 Second class  

 Third class  

 Captain  

 Crew  

 Passenger  

 Lifeboat  

   Changes in 
transport 

 Transport  

 travel  

 Aeroplane  

 Jet  

 Helicopter  

 Hot air balloon 

 Penny Farthing 

 Horse and 
carriage 

Changes in 
seaside holidays 

 sand 

 beach 

 pier 

 pebbles 

 sea 

 Christmas 

 Easter 

 Summer 



 Injured 

 Allies 

 treason 

 Protestants  England  Engineer   George 
Stephenson 

 engine 

 

 Day trip 

 Holiday 

 Deck chair 

 Popular 

 

Class 3 The Maya 

 Civilisations 

 Ritual 

 Drought 

 Jaguar 

 Scribe 

 Codices 

 Maize 

 Cacao beans 

Stone Age 

 Artefact 

 Cave art 

 Shelter 

 Flint 

 Hunter-gatherer 

 Pre-historic 

 Skara Brae 

 Weapons 

 Stonehenge 

 Tools 
 

Romans 

 Rome  

 Italy  

 Emperor  

 Aqueduct  

 Viaduct 

 Gods and 
Goddesses 

 Gladiators 

 Colosseum  

 Baths  

 mosaic  

 legacies 

 Romulus 

 Remus 

 Society 

 Structure 

 Toga 

 

The Tudors 

 heir 

 Monarch 

 Throne 

 Reign 

 The Age of 
Exploration 

 The Spanish 
Armada 

 William 
Shakespeare 

 Wealthy 

 Social hierarchy 

 Wealth 

 influential 

Windrush 

 British Colonies 

 Migrate 

 British 
Nationality Act 

 Government 

 Generation 

 Employment 

 Immigration 

 Voyage 

 Caribbean 

 Opportunities 

 Discrimination 

 Racial 

 Pioneers 

 citizen 

The Victorians 

 Queen Victoria  

 Workhouse  

 Servants  

 Mining  

 Malnutrition  

 Chimney sweep  

 3 R’s 

 Industry 

 Industrial 
revolution 

 Inventions 

 Education 

 

Class 4 Ancient Greece 
and Romans 

 Rome  

 Italy  

 empire  

 Emperor  

 Army  

 Legions 

 caledonia 

 Julius Caesar  

 Claudius  

 Boudicca  

 Iceni Tribe 

 Nero  

 Battle of 
Marathon  

 Trojan War  

 Alexander the 
Great 

Ancient Egypt 
 

 Pyramid  

 Hieroglyphics  

 Sphinx  

 Mummification  

 Pharaoh 

 Irrigation 

 Silt 

 Cartouche 

 The Rosetta 
Stone 

 Tutankhamun 

Vikings vs Anglo-
Saxons  

 Raids  

 Invasions  

 Settlements  

 Justice system  

 Anglo-Saxon 
kings  

 Danegeld  

 Longboat  

 Justice system  

 Saga  

 Runes  

 Longhouse  

 Danelaw  

 Wergild  

 Battle Hastings 

 Longboat 

 
  

Anglo-Saxons, 
Picts & Scots 

 Angles 

 Christianity 

 Missionary 

 Pagan 

 Picts 

 Romans 

 Saxons 

 Scots 

 Lindisfarne 

 Superstition 

 Slaves 

 Warriors 

 Denmark 

 Invasions 

 Sutton Hoo 

 Weregeld 

Crime & 
Punishment 

 bobbies/peelers 

 deterrent 

 execution 

 highway men 

 humiliation 

 judge 

 jury 

 ordeal treason 

 victim 

 trial 

 scold’s bridle 

 branding 

 the rack 

 the crank 

 treadwheel 

 shot drill 

Riotous Royalty 

 reign 

 assassination 

 Commonwealth 

 Invade 

 Magna Carta 

 Monarch 

 Rebels 

 Revolt 

 Tax 

 Sovereign 

Class The Shang 
Dynasty 

 Oracle bones 
 Fu Hao 

 Intact 

 Jade 

 Bronze 

 Cowrie shells 

 Society 

 Shang Di 

 Ancestors 

 Revolt 

 Protest 

 Slaves  

 Acupuncture 

 Buddhism 
 Sacrifice 

Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

 Celts  

 Hillforts  

 Roundhouses   

 Bronze 

 Alloy 

 Bone marrow 

 Earthwork 

 sacrifice 

 Copper mines  

 Metal tools  

 Cave paintings  

 pottery  

Ancient Greece 

 ancient 

 civilisation 

 city states 

 legacies 

 empire  

 Political system  

 Democracy  

 Olympics  

 Olympia  

 Athens  

 Mythology  

 Gods and 
goddesses  

 Philosopher 

 Tragedy 

  

 

Benin 

 Ogiso 

 Oba 

 Edo 

 Yoruba 

 Ohen 

 Animists 

 Brass 

 Bronze 

 Kingdom 

 Carving 

 Casting 

 trading 
 

WWII 

 Allies 

 Axis 

 Nazi Party 

 Atomic bomb 

 Annex 

 Czechoslovakia 

 Propaganda 

 Active service 

 The Holocaust 

 Evacuation 

 Blitz 

 Battle of Britain 

 Rationing 

 Evacuated 

 Dam busters 

 Pearl Harbour 

Medicine & 
Disease 

 Prehistoric 

 Medieval 

 Civilisations 

 Practices 

 Beliefs 

 Hippocrates 

 Fit/healthy 

 Plague 

 Epidemic 

 Treatments 

 Pandemic 

 Immunisations 

 Lifestyle 

 Medical 
advancements 



 


